Returning to God...Again
Sunday, July 5/20 --- Genesis 35:1 — 16

God said to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who
appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau’. So Jacob said to his household and to all
who were with him, ‘Put away the foreign gods that are among you and purify yourselves... let us
arise and go (return) to Bethel, so that | may make there an altar to God. Genesis 35:1 -3

Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored! Renew our days as of old.
Lamentations 5:21

For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

| Peter 2:25
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your
hearts, you double-minded. James 4:8
And he arose and came (returned) to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and felt compassion, and ran, and embraced him and kissed him. Luke 15:20
Our way lies not in human ingenuity, but in a return to God. Billy Graham

We turn to God for help when our foundations are shaking... only to learn that it is God who is
shaking them. C. W. Churchman

Introduction:

Jacob had first fled to Bethel to escape the wrath of his brother Esau. Now, in the face of the trouble
that his sons have stirred up in Shechem, the Lord tells him to return to Bethel and dwell there. Jacob
is slowly learning that he can trust the God who had appeared to him (vs. 1), who answers him in the
day of his distress (vs. 3), and who has been with him wherever he has gone (vs. 3).

1. Return: To the God who has appeared to you

2. Return: To the God who answers you in your distress

3. Return: To the God who has been with you wherever you have gone

Questions for Reflection / Discussion:

o How does your life of faith resemble Jacob’s? How has God called you to return to Him?

o What can you do this summer to re-align your life with a walk of faith in Jesus Christ?
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